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thinks that the people of the Soviet Union
would become slack as soon as they were left
to themselves, and that cc Stakhanovisxn )? was
invented to spur them on: formerly, he says,
there was the knout.

These observations of Gide's astonish me. I,
for my own part, must say that it was, on the
contrary, the very activity and industry of the
people of Moscow which impressed me. They
run through the streets with tense faces, hasten
over the pedestrian crossings as soon as the
green light appears, crowd into the metro
stations, or jump on to trams and omnibuses,
swarming like ants. In the factories I hardly
saw a worker, male or female, look up when the
unaccustomed visitor passed. All were com-
pletely engrossed in their work. While as for
the people in more or less responsible positions,
these hardly allow themselves time for sleeping industrious-

4                                                                                                 ness

or eating, and think nothing of calling someone
away from the opera, or themselves being
fetched, to discuss some sudden question, or of
telephoning someone at three or four o'clock in
the morning. I have never come across so many
indefatigable, industrious people as in Moscow.
On the other hand, I noticed with regret that